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The Codex and Crafts in Late Antiquity

23 Feb — 8 Jul 2018 at the Bard Graduate Center Gallery in New York, United States

16 FEBRUARY 2018

The Codex and Crafts in Late Antiquity. Courtesy of Bard Graduate Center Gallery

The transition from roll to codex as the standard format of the book is one of the most culturally significant

innovations of late antiquity, the period between the 3rd and 8th centuries AD.

The Codex and Crafts in Late Antiquity examines the structural, technical, and decorative features of the
major types of codices—the wooden tablet codex, the single-gathering codex, and the multigathering codex.

Along with surviving artifacts and iconographic evidence, handmade replicas are used to explore the craft

rather than an invention, that evolved using techniques already widely employed by artisans and
craftspeople in the creation of everyday items such as socks and shoes, revealing that the codex was a

fascinating, yet practical, development.

A Focus Project curated by Georgios Boudalis, Head of the Book and Paper Conservation Laboratory,
Museum of Byzantine Culture, Thessaloniki, Greece; Research Fellow, Bard Graduate Center, February—
May, 2015. Focus Projects are small-scale academically rigorous exhibitions and publications that are
developed and executed by Bard Graduate Center faculty and postdoctoral fellows in collaboration with

students in our MA and PhD programs.

R R T X X £ 6

Bard Graduate Center Gallery
At Bard Graduate Center, we study the human past through its material traces. We study
objects—from those created for obvious aesthetic value to the ordinary things that are part
of everyday life.
Er—
| Gatiery profie |

Location Founded in

New York, United States 1993

1. The Codex and Crafts in Late Antiquity. Courtesy of Bard Graduate Center Gallery
2. The Codex and Crafts in Late Antiquity. Courtesy of Bard Graduate Center Gallery
3. The Codex and Crafts in Late Antiquity. Courtesy of Bard Graduate Center Gallery



