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Cast Iron From 
Central Europe 

1800-1850 
N E W Y O R K C I T Y - T h ^ 

f i rs t exii ibit ion in the United 
States to explore the largely 
f o r g o t t e n a r t of C e n t r a l 
E u r o p e a n cast i ron opens at 
the B a r d Graduate Center for 
Studies in the Decora t ive Ar t s 
on M a y 26 a n d con t inues 

tie holders, combs, fans, but
tons and j e w e l r y . 

Monumental works in cast 
i ron , such as bridges and 
buildings, a re considered to 
be the engineering and ar
c h i t e c t u r a l m a r v e l s of the 
e a r l y indus t r ia l age. Over-

N i n e t e e n t h C e n t u r y . T h e 
region w a s rich in coal and 
iron needed by the foundries, 
wh ich had adopted E n g l i s h 
a d v a n c e s i n t h e c a s t i n g 
process. T h e P r u s s i a n and 
A u s t r i a n governments sup
por ted the foundries a s a 

The first exhibition in the United States to explore the largely forgot
ten art of Central European cast iron is on view at the Bard Graduate 
Center for Studies in the Decorative Arts from May 25 through 
August 7. 

through August 7. I t high
l igh t s ove r 200 deco ra t ive 
ca s t - i ron objects bor rowed 
f rom important museums and 
p r iva te collections in Europe 
and the United States. F e a 
tured is a surpr is ing a r r a y of 
a r t ic les for the home, includ
ing candlest icks, c locks, desk 
a c c e s s o r i e s , f u r n i t u r e , i n 
cense burners , and sewing 
implements ; and more per
sonal i tems, l ike perfume bot-

shadowed by these achieve
ments and long neglected by 
scholars and art historians, 
however, are the ornamental 
objects that compr i se th is 
exhibit ion. 

C e n t r a l E u r o p e - wh ich 
today includes much of Ger
m a n y , the Czech Republic , 
S lovak i a , Aus t r i a , and Hun
ga ry - w a s the center of this 
decorat ive cas t i ron industry 
i n t h e f i r s t h a l f o f t h e 

means of s t imulat ing their 
c o u n t r i e s ' economies . T h e 
se r i a l method of cast ing iron 
p r o d u c e d q u a n t i t i e s o f 
r e a s o n a b l y p r i c e d , h i g h -
quali ty goods that greatly ap
pealed to the growing middle 
c lass in the Biedermeier Age. 

T h e u n d e r s t a t e d b l a c k 
patina and formal s impl ic i ty 
of cast-iron objects reflected 

(continued on page 72) 

Watch holder. Cast i ron ; 12 by 10V» by ZV* 
inches . T h e B i r m i n g h a m Museum of A r t , 
B i r m i n g h a m . A l a . 

B r i s e fan, I I senburg /Harz , mid-Nineteenth 
Century. Cast steel, sUk ribbon, gold; IVi 
by lO'/i inches. M A K - Aus t r i an Museum 
of AppUed A r t s , Vienna . 



Cast ing tree, Vienna, 1831-1849. Joseph 
G l a n i Foundry. Cast i ron; 13 by 4% inches. 
Techn ica l Museum, Vienna. 
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(Continued from page one) 

the t a s t e of the e r a . B y 
-decorating rooms at the New 
Pa iace in Potsdam with cast 
u-on, K i n g F r i ed r i ch Wilhelm 
I I I of Pruss ia {1T70-1840; r . 
1797-1840) helped make cast 
i ron a fashionable mater ia l . 
When Ber l in ' s preeminent ar
c h i t e c t K a r l F r i e d r i c h 
Schinkel (1781-1841) produced 
designs to t>e cast in iron, the 
quality of cast-iron objects 
w a s elevated to the highest 
level . Schinkel 's work is in
cluded in the exhibition, along 
w i th work by other significant 

Covered box. Cast and sheet i ron; 6'/i by 7 
by 4Vi inches. The Bi rmingham Museum of 
Ar t , B i rmingham, A l a . , gift of Amer ican 
Cast I ron Pipe Company. 

Watch holder. Cast iron, m by 5'^ by 2>4 
inches. The Bi rmingham Museum of Ar t , 
B i rmingham, A l a . , gift of Amer ican Cast 
I ron Pipe Company. 
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aHis t s of the period. 
Pa t r io t i sm played an im

portant role in the develop
ment of the Pruss ian cast iron 
industry. Much of the ear ly 
c a s t - i r o n j e w e l r y , for ex 
ample, resulted from Prus
s ian resistance efforts durine 
the Napoleonic wars . WomeS 

were urged to donate their 
gold j ewe l ry to help finance 
the m i l i t a r y . I n exchange 
they received cast-iron p iec i s 
inscribed " I gave gold for 

E x a m p l e s f r o m a l l the 
major iron foundries act ive in 
Cent ra l Europe, including the 

f , ' / '«">-'»2»- Cast iron, b rass ; 
^ ' / . by 4'/. by W. inches. The B i rmingham 
Museum of A r t . B i rmingham, A l a . Gift of 
the Amer i can Cast i ron Pipe Company. 

Bust of Queen Lu l se , Chris t ian Danie l 
5 . / " h "^i™ " ' ^ > 8 ^ 8 . Cas t iron; 12V. by 
I''- by 4V, I nc hes . T h e B i r m i n g h a m 
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Bard Graduate 
Center For 
Studies in the 
Decorative Arts 
Hai r comb. U 3 « ^ . s teel wi re , horn- 4^4 to. 
Che. by 4 H I n c h . . . M A K - A u r t r l M 

three P rus s i an R o y a l Iron
works, are represented in the 
e x h i b i t i o n . S e v e r a l " N e w 
Y e a r ' s P l aques" issued by the 
u-onworks at the end of each 
y e a r to commemorate their 
achievements are on view. Of 
the more than 90 pieces from 
M A K - Aust r ian Museum of 
Applied Ar ts , Vienna, one of 
the most exceptional is a deli
c a t e fo ld ing f an of s t e e l 
f i l igree threaded wi th s i lk 
ribbon. 

Among the items from the 
Techn ica l Museum in Vienna 
IS a r a re casting tree which 
reveals the process used to 
make earrings, brooches, and 
other works requir ing con
summate delicacy. 

On display are 80 selections 
f r o m t h e B i r m i n g h a m 
Museum of A r t ' s cast-iron col
lection, one of the largest and 
finest holdings in the world. 
T h e exhibition is augmented 
by a working model of a blast 
furnace to demonstrate the 
castmg of iron, paintings and 
e n g r a v i n g s o f t h e i r o n 
foundr ies , and Nine teen th 
C e n t u r y p o r t r a i t s o f 
lashionable women wear ine 
cast-iron j e w e h T . 

" C a s t I ron from Cent ra l 
Europe : 1800-1850" was or
g a n i z e d b y T h e B a r d 
Graduate Center for Studies 
m the Decorat ive Ar ts and 
M A K - Aust r ian Museum of 
A p p l i e d A r t s , V i e n n a . D r 
E l i s a b e t h Schmut t e rme ie r 
curator of metalwork and the 
Wiener Werkstatte Arch ive at 
M A K - Aust r ian Museum of 
A p p l i e d A r t s , a n d B a r d 
Center dean Derek Ostergard 
were the project's curators. 
Mr Ostergard also edited the 
I l l u s t r a t e d e x h i b i t i o n 
catalogue. The publication ex-
ammes the achievements of 
tne cast-u-on industry and the 
complex cul tural , technologi
c a l , and pol i t ica l re la t ion
s h i p s b e t w e e n C e n t r a l 
E u r o p e , P r u s s i a , a n d 
England at the birth of the I n - • 
dustr ial Age. Kenneth B a r k i n , 
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P i n cush ion , c i r c a 1840-50. Cas t i ron , 
cardboard, cotton padding, text i le ; 5 by 1 
by 2V4 inches. T h e B i r m i n g h a m Museum of 
A r t . B i r m i n g h a m . A l a . , gift of A m e r i c a n 
Cas t I r o n P ipe Company. 

lights the decorative ar ts of 
the first ha l f of the Nineteenth 
Century. T h e Ga l l e ry , located 
at 18 West 86th Street in Man
h a t t a n , i s open T u e s d a y 
through Sunday, 11 am-5 p m ; 
and Thur sday , 11 am-a:30 pm. 
I t is closed on Monday. 

Helmut Borsch-Supan, L e o n 
B o t s t e i n a n d E l i s a b e t h 
Schmut te rme ie r contributed 
to the catalogue. 

*'Cast I r o n f rom C e n t r a l 
E u r o p e : 1800-1850" Is par t of 
an on-going series of exhibi 
t ions hosted b y T h e B a r d 
Graduate Center wh ich high-

Symposium 
Planned For May 26 

N E W Y O R K C I T Y - T h e B a r d Center for Studies in the 
D e c o r a t i v e A r t s is present ing a day-long sympos ium on 
T h u r s d a y , M a y 26, to explore issues ra i sed by the exhibition, 
" C a s t I r o n F r o m Cent ra l Europe , 1800-1850." 

Preeminen t scholars from Europe and the Uni ted States w i l l 
offer papers explor ing the achievements i n the industry and the 
a r t of i ron cas t ing in B r i t a i n , Cent ra l Europe and North 
A m e r i c a . 

After opening remarlcs by Susan Weber Soros, director, and 
D e r e k Ostergard, dean, of the B a r d Center, the program w i l l be 
g iven over to presentations by John Chal len, curator of technol
ogy, Ironbridge Gorge Museum; E l i sabe th Schmuttermeier . 
cura to r of meta lwork , M A K - A u s t r i a n Museum of Applied A r t s ; 
S a m u e l Be ize r , cha i rman , Department of J e w e l r y Design, 
F a s h i o n Insti tute of Technology; F . B r y d i n g Adams , curator of 
decorat ive a r t s . B i r m i n g h a m Museum of A r t , B i r m i n g h a m , 
A l a . ; J e a n M . B u r k s , adjunct professor. B a r d Graduate Center; 
and T a m m i s K a n e Groft, chief curator , Albany Institute of H i s 
tory and A r t , A lbany , N . Y . 

" C a s t I r o n : T h e Ar t i s t r y of an Indust ry , 1750-1850" w i l l be held 
at the Society for the Advancement of J u d a i s m , 15 West 86th 
Street, in New Y o r k . Regis t ra t ion begins at 8:30 a m . T icke t s are 
$55 each ($25 each for students), or $60 ($30 students) at the door. 
Reserva t ions m a y be made by telephoning 212/721-4245 or 
212/721-5857. 


