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Bard Graduate Center: Decorative Arts,
Design History, Material Culture
- Is an international stu d exhibition

15

Lyman W. Atwater, after Charles Parsons. and archaeology.
Chromolithograph, published by Currier & Ives. Courtesy of
the New-York Historical Societfy.
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Mineteenth-century New York City w: visual experience, a
ectacle for resident and vi .|t|- : '-'. '-: Bard Graduate
Center Focus Gallery exhibition exar '
cultural entrepreneurs turned to the production of w
aquatints, lithographs, and photographs in order to make
sense of their booming metropolis and to promote their own
manufactures to a national, indeed international, market
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3 people like NYC-ARTS.

Anchoring the exhibit are visions of E‘-rn:--ar'h ray, which
dominated the burgeoning number of visual | muaq:z of New
York that poured out of commercial publishing firms and
entered Amerncan homes in the nineteenth century. New

Enc _|unt-r t' = "tl refro '|t*:. an 'i t} e works of fl_-ur ke
entrepreneurs: Mathew Brady |L14|:|u-rrE|:-t-'|:-|-5| Eiﬂ'qrd
Anthony (stereoviews), Currier & Ives (lithographs), and
Harper Brothers (woodcuts in Harper's Weekly). The final
section of the exhibition is a model nineteenth-century parlor,
its center table laden with the kind of matenals that a mid-
century middle class family might own, suc h as 3

wer and a copy of Harpe

tumblr.

. an interactive digital screen focuses on one of

Street—where
P.T. Barnum's American Museum stood, along w
important urban attractions. Another interactive screen will
take you “behind the scenes” of the four establishments to
e varying image-making technical pr
women workers who made thn:-.::-l.— f'-DIII ar |:r-| |I_.-ETE.

ith-C *l"w Mew York is accompanied by a
spatial interface to the exhibit
mat-:na. 5 I:n_, ;_. acing objects, landmarks, and central themes
on the 1851 Matthew Drl['_l.: Map of the City of New York,
' ' objects in the n—-'-.h|Lu|t||:.- n, including
/s, technical processes suc
ohotc !" "='F'I|'|'~' an 'i historical to
dway or hc
. of New Y

The exhibition is curated by David Jaffee along with Barc
Graduate Center students who participated in an innovative
year-long sequence of academic courses. Students were

critical collaborators in all facets of the exhibit, helping to
research and develop the Gallery interactive applications 3
writing the texts that appear both in the gallery and in the
digital publication

More events at Bard Graduate Center: Decorative Arts, Design

History, Material Culture

Fri, Sep 19, 2014 - Sun, Jan 11, 2015

Barbara Messim’'s distinctive graphic style
has appeared on the covers of numerous
American magazines, including Time, Rolling
stone, .
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