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A N T I Q U E S 
Wendy Moonan 

J a m e s Aust in 

A e s t h e t i c : s u n f l o w e r a n d i r o n s ( c i r c a 1 8 7 6 ) , d e s i g n e d b y T h o m a s J e c k y l l . 

Quirky Victorian 
Gets H is Due 

H i g h l y a c c l a i m e d in h i s o w n t i m e , 
the B r i t i s h a r c h i t e c t T h o m a s J e c k y l l 
(1827-1881) i s h a r d l y k n o w n today. 
" H e h a s been b a s i c a l l y f o r go t t en . " 
s a i d S u s a n Webe r Soros , the d i r e c t o r 
of the B a r d G r a d u a t e C e n t e r for 
S t u d i e s in the D e c o r a t i v e A r t s , De ­
s i g n and C u l t u r e in M a n h a t t a n . 

F e w know he w a s the a r c h i t e c t of 
the P e a c o c k R o o m , an e x t r a v a g a n t 
A e s t h e t i c M o v e m e n t d in ing r o o m 
f r o m E n g l a n d long on d i s p l a y in the 
F r e e r G a l l e r y of A r t in W a s h i n g t o n . 
J e c k y l l d es i gned it for the L i v e r p o o l 
s h i p p i n g m a g n a t e F r e d e r i c k R i c h ­
a r d s L e y l a n d a s a p o r s e l l a n z i m m e r 
( p o r c e l a i n r o o m ) , w i t h s p i n d l y w a l ­
nut s h e l v e s to hold L e y l a n d ' s l a r g e 
co l l ec t i on of C h i n e s e b lue a n d wh i t e . 

T h e u n l u c k y J e c k y l l c onsu l t ed 
J a m e s M c N e i l l W h i s t l e r about w a l l 
c o l o r s , j u s t a s J e c k y l l w a s l a p s i n g 
into m e n t a l i l l ness . W h i s t l e r pa in t ed 
J e c k y l l ' s an t i que D u t c h l e a the r w a l l s 
t u r quo i s e and added l a r g e go ld pea­
c o c k s . W h i s t l e r took c r ed i t for the en­
t i r e s c h e m e , and J e c k y l l w a s i n no 
s h a p e to ob ject . T o d a y it i s c ons id ­
e r e d one of the g r ea t e s t s u r v i v i n g 
A e s t h e t i c i n t e r i o r s . 

L a s t week Ms . Soros opened the 
f i r s t m a j o r e xh ib i t i on on J e c k y l l , 
w i t h 160 i t e m s on loan, i n c lud ing 
s k e t c h e s , d r a w i n g s , f u r n i t u r e , m e t a l -
w o r k , a r c h i t e c t u r a l f r a g m e n t s , t ex ­
t i l e s and photos of h i s a r c h i t e c t u r e . 
T h e show r u n s th rough Oct . 19, a n d 
Y a l e U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s h a s pub l i shed 
a 300-page ca ta l og . " T h o m a s J e c k ­
y l l ; A r c h i t e c t and D e s i g n e r , " by Ms , 
So ros and C a t h e r i n e A rbu thno t t , con­
s u l t i n g c u r a t o r of e x h i b i t i o n s at 
B a r d . 

J e c k y l l g r e w up i n E a s t A n g l i a , the 
s on of a C h u r c h of E n g l a n d c l e r g y ­
m a n . H i s f a the r w a s g r e a t l y a f f e c t ed 
by r i o t ing f a r m l a b o r e r s , who w e r e 
p r o t e s t i n g low w a g e s w i t h v io l ent at­
t a c k s on c h u r c h e s in the 1830's. a n d 
he left to j o i n a B i b l e s tudy g r o u p 
tha t p r a c t i c e d a n a p o c a l y p t i c b r a n d 
of C h r i s t i a n i t y . L i v i n g in r e d u c e d c i r ­
c u m s t a n c e s , the f a the r e x p e c t e d 
s t r i c t p i e t y f r o m h i s c h i l d r e n . I t 
s e e m s that T h o m a s , w h o w a s n e v e r 
f o r m a l l y t r a i n e d a s a n a r c h i t e c t , 
l e a r n e d d r a f t s m a n s h i p f r o m h i s dad . 

T h o m a s J e c k y l l w a s p a r t of the 
V i c t o r i a n des i gn r e f o r m m o v e m e n t 
that s t r e s s e d a r t in the m a k i n g of ev­
e r y t h i n g f r o m bu i l d ings to f u r n i t u r e . 
H e set up h i s own a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m 
in Nor fo lk in 1847. w h e n he w a s 20, 
a n d w o r k e d f e v e r i s h l y u n t i l 1876. 
w h e n he su f f e red the f i r s t of s e v e r a l 

m e n t a l b r e a k d o w n s . H e n e v e r m a r ­
r i e d a n d d ied at S-l in a h o s p i t a l for 
the i n sane . 

He began h i s c a r e e r a s a Go th i c 
R e v i v a l a r c h i t e c t , d e s i gn ing r ec to r ­
ies and schoo ls a n d r e s t o r i n g 
c h u r c h e s and h i s t o r i c houses . He 
w e n t on to do a r c h i t e c t u r e in the O ld 
E n g l i s h , Queen A n n e a n d A n g l o - J a p ­
anese s t y l e s . H i s f inest house i s prob­
a b l y the lodge in the O ld E n g l i s h 
s t y l e tha t he des i gned in 1872 for F r a -
m i n g h a m P igot i n Nor fo lk , for 
G e o r g e H e n r y C h r i s t i e a n d J a m e s 
B r o o k C h r i s t i e of the auct ion-house 
f a m i l y , 

" T h e m a j o r i t y of h i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
c a r e e r w a s b a s e d in N o r f o l k , " Ms , 
A r b u t h n o t t s a i d . " H e w a s a v e r y 
h a r d w o r k e r a n d h a d a good a r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l p r a c t i c e f r o m the beg inn ing . 
Most of h i s l i fe he w o r k e d a lone , 
w i thou t a s s i s t a n t s , " 

It took a n A m e r i c a n to r e d i s c o v e r 
h i m , Ms , Soros l e a r n e d about J e c k y l l 
in' 198.1. w h e n she w a s w r i t i n g h e r 
m a s t e r ' s thes i s on W h i s t l e r , She 
wro t e h e r d o c t o r a l d i s s e r t a t i o n on 
the E n g l i s h a r c h i t e c t E , W, G o d w i n , 
ano the r f r i end and c o n t e m p o r a r y of 
J e c k y l l , W h e n she began to i n v e s t i ­
ga te h i m , h o w e v e r , she found tha t u n ­
l i k e W h i s t l e r and G o d w i n , J e c k y l l 
h a d left no m a j o r a r c h i v e o r w r i t t e n 
r e c o r d . 

" T h o m a s J e c k y l l w a s qu i te s e c r e ­
t i v e about h i s des i gns and t h r e w out 
h i s o f f ice p a p e r s e v e r y y e a r , " M s . 
A rbu thno t t s a i d . " I ' v e not h e a r d of 
o ther a r c h i t e c t s doing that . Most , 
l i k e G o d w i n , a s s u m e d the pub l i c 
wou ld be in t e r es t ed in the i r w o r k af­
t e r they d i e . " 

F o u r y e a r s ago M s . Soros a s k e d 
M s . A r b u t h n o t t to i n v e s t i g a t e M r . 
J e c k y l l ' s l i fe and w o r k s . " W e k n e w 
he w a s v e r y , v e r y good, but w e d idn ' t 
k n o w how m u c h w e cou ld t u r n u p , " 
M s . A rbu thno t t s a i d . 

She v i s i t e d c u r r e n t o w n e r s of 
bu i ld ings r e s t o r ed a n d des i gned by 
J e c k y l l , t a l k e d to d e s c e n d a n t s of h i s 
s i b l i n g s , s a w c u r a t o r s of m u s e u m s in 
E a s t A n g l i a and v i s i t e d l oca l r e c o r d 
o f f ices . Once she and Ms , So ros w e n t 
look ing for a J e c k y l l g a r d e n bu i l d ing , 
h a c k i n g t h e i r w a y th rough the unde r ­
b r u s h to f ind it . T h e i r m a n y d i s c o v e r ­
ies a r e now on d i sp l a y . 

O v e r the y e a r s J e c k y l l m a y h a v e 
been i gnored b e c a u s e " M o d e r n i s t s 
l i k e N i k o l a u s P e v s n e r d id not l i k e h i s 
w i l d l y e c l e c t i c , e c c e n t r i c s t y l e , " Ms , 
A r b u t h n o t t s a i d , " I t w a s too q u i r k y . " 

C r i t i c s s t i l l t r y to peg a r c h i t e c t s b y 
s t y l e , but J e c k y l l e ludes s u c h des i g ­
na t i ons . A s a youth , he w a s a n inve t ­
e r a t e s k e t c h e r of abbeys , m e d i e v a l 
bu i l d ings and anc i en t m a r k e t t owns . 
He co l l ec t ed f r a g m e n t s f r o m old 

bu i ld ings and w a s one of the f irst 
m e m b e r s of the Nor fo lk and N o r w i c h 
.Archaeo log i ca l Soc ie ty , e s t a b l i s h e d 
in 1846, A t the s a m e t i m e he w a s a l ­
w a y s i n t e r e s t ed in new technolog ies . 
He s k e t c h e d t r a i n s , r a i l w a y stations, 
s w i n g br idges and padd le s t e a m ­
boats, 

J e c k y l l w a s c l e a r l y c o n c e r n e d 
about s t a tus . He changed the spel l ing 
of h i s f a m i l y n a m e f r o m Jecke l l , l ay ­
ing a spu r i ous c l a i m to member sh ip 
in a n old a r i s t o c r a t i c E s s e x f a m i l y . 
He e v en a p p r o p r i a t e d i ts a r m o r i a i 
bea r ings , 

" J e c k y l l w a s an i n v e t e r a t e name -
d r o p p e r , " M s . A r b u t h n o t t s a i d . " I t 
he lped us f ind s e v e r a l h i the r t o un ­
k n o w n c o m m i s s i o n s b e c a u s e J e c k y l l 
cou ld not r e s i s t ment i on ing we l l -
k n o w n n a m e s in l e t t e rs to l e s s exa l t ­
ed c l i e n t s . " 

None the l ess he s e e m s to have been 
popu la r w i t h h i s a r t i s t i c p e e r s after 
he m o v e d to London in 1857. He so­
c i a l i z e d w i t h W h i s t l e r , G o d w i n and 
the p a i n t e r D a n t e G a b r i e l Rossett i , 
a m o n g o the rs , and w a s f a m o u s l y 
g ene rous to h is f r i ends . 

T o d a y he is most a d m i r e d for his 
m e t a l w o r k and fu rn i tu r e in the An ­
g l o - J a p a n e s e s t y l e , a c o m b i n a t i o n of 
f a i r l y t r a d i t i o n a l E n g l i s h forms with 
A s i a n , and p a r t i c u l a r l y J a p a n e s e , 
app l i ed deco ra t i on . He i s c redi ted 
w i t h m a k i n g the s t y l e popu la r in the 
1860's, and the r e a r e s e v e r a l e x a m ­
p les in the show. H i s wrought - i ron 
and ca s t - i r on gates , s tove grates , 
f ences and j a r d i n i e r e s a r e decorated 
w i t h b i r d s and fo l iage i n s p i r e d by 
J a p a n e s e p r i n t s . 

H i s f a vo r i t e mot i f w a s the sunflow­
er, be loved by the A e s t h e t i c Move­
ment . T h e show h a s a m a g n i f i c e n t 
p a i r of sun f l owe r a n d i r o n s f rom 1876, 
the y e a r J e c k y l l l apsed into the men ­
t a l i l l n e s s f r o m w h i c h he w o u l d never 
r e co v e r . 

A Stubbs Record 
On J u l y 9, B o n h a m s in London auc ­

t ioned off a pa in t ing by George 
Stubbs , one of the m a s t e r s of B r i t i sh 
spo r t i ng a r t , tha t a B o n h a m s specieil-
i s t had d i s c o v e r e d in a p roba t e v a l u ­
at ion. I t had been in a p r i v a t e col lec­
t ion for m o r e t h a n 40 y e a r s . 

T h e pa in t ing , " A D a r k B a y Tho r ­
oughbred in a L a n d s c a p e , " fetched 
$3 m i l l i on , a r e c o rd for a Stubbs 
ho r s e pa in t i ng w i thout a h u m a n fig­
ure . T h e e s t i m a t e w a s $640,000 to 
$960,000. 

R a y W a t e r h o u s e of F i n e - A r t - B r o ­
k e r s i n London bought the painting 
on beha l f of an a n o n y m o u s New Y o r k 
co l l ec tor . 


