
I \ finnish 
^. Emerging from the great heritage of the founders of 

inniSh modernism, the next wave of young designers in Finland 
is gaining international fame. 

By Melissa Barrett Rhodes 
" D e s i g n s (or a v i r t ua l l iv ing r o o m f rom the l a n d of s t i o w a n d 
cel lu lar p f i o n e s " is the mot to of S n o w c r a s h . a co l lec t ive of four 
y o u n g fu rn i tu re a n d a r c h i t e c t u r a l in ter ior d e s i g n e r s f j a s e d in 
He ls ink i , F in land Its m e m b e r s . I lkka Terho . 3 0 . T e p i m A s i k a i n e n , 
2 9 , T i m e Sa l l i , 3 4 , a n d I lkka S u p p a n e n . 2 9 , h a v e b a n d e d togeth­
er to d e s i g n c l e v e r , f u t u r i s t i c f u rn i t u re , w h i c h h a s jus t b e e n 
s n a p p e d up by s u c h m a n u f a c t u r e r s a s the l l ; i l ian giant C'.afipellini. 
f r o m the w a r p e d , snowbr ia rd l i ke ( 'h i | ) loui\g('' ch.-iii lo Ihe Ne l 
surfer, a c o m p u t e r s ta t ion for nav igat ing c y b o r s p a n o compr i s i ng 
e l e m e n t s of a m o t o r c y c l e a n d a su r f boa rd , S n o w c r a s h d e s i g n s 
s p e a k to a h igh - tech , mil lennial youth cu l ture . 

In the pas t f ew y e a r s , there h a s b e e n a r e s u r g e n c e of invent ive 
F i n n i s h d e s i g n , the l i kes of w h i c h the c o u n t r y h a s n ' t e n j o y e d 
s i n c e the great m o d e r n i s t s of the ' 3 0 s , ' 4 0 s a n d ' 5 0 s rede f ined 
the nat iona l d e s i g n a e s t h e t i c : L e g e n d a r y m a s t e r s l ike a r c h i t e c t s 
A lvar Aa l to a n d E e r o S a a r i n e n a n d g l a s s m a k e r K a j F r a n c k pio­
n e e r e d the f luid, o rgan ic d e s i g n s for w h i c h 20 th cen tu ry F in land 
h a s b e c o m e k n o w n . T h e e m e r g e n c e of the coun t r y ' s n e w ta len ts 
c o i n c i d e s w i th the 8 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y of F i n l a n d ' s i n d e p e n d e n c e 
f rom R u s s i a , an event that will br ing a hos t of c e l e b r a t i o n s — f r o m 
m u s i c a n d d a n c e to a rch i tec tu re a n d d e s i g n exh ib i t s - - to an in­
te rnat iona l a u d i e n c e . A m o n g the m a n y e v e n t s , in N e w York the 
M u s e u m of M o d e r n Art is putt ing on a cen tenn ia l r e t rospec t i ve 
of the s u b l i m e a r c h i t e c t u r e , fu rn i tu re a n d g l a s s w a r e of A a l t o 

h rough May 19) , wh i le the Prat t Inst i tute will s h o w his l ighting 
f ix tures a n d l a m p s ( through Apri l 22 ) . G l a s s w a r e , c e r a m i c s , fur­
n i t u re , a n d i n d u s t p a l d e s i g n s d a t i n g f r om i m p o r t a n t F i n n i s h 
m idcen tu ry m o d e r n i s t s up th rough c o n t e m p o r a r y d e s i g n e r s a re 
a l s o on v i e w at the B a r d G r a d u a t e C e n t e r ( through J u n e 3 0 ) . 

I n c l u d e d in B a r d ' s exh ib i t is the w o r k of 3 5 - y e a r - o l d S t e f a n 
L i n d f o r s , a r e n o w n e d s c u l p t o r w h o h a s lately b r a n c h e d out into 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l in te r io rs a n d p r o d u c t d e s i g n r ang ing f rom furn i ­
ture a n d t a b l e w a r e to c o m p u t e r mon i to rs a n d motor -o i l bo t t l es . 
"1 love the c h a l l e n g e of d e s i g n i n g for indus t ry . " s a y s L i n d f o r s . 
" b e c a u s e the o b j e c t , af ter go ing th rough the s a u s a g e m a c h i n e 
of p r o d u c t i o n , m u s t st i l l re ta in i ts s o u l . " M o s t k n o w n for h i s 
c o c o o n l i k e t r a n s l u c e n t f i b e r g l a s s s c u l p t u r e s . L i n d f o r s h a s 
r e c e n t l y m o u n t e d i n s t a l l a t i o n s at M a n h a t t a n ' s G e r s h w i n a n d 
M e r c e r ho te l s a n d is cu r ren t l y in nego t ia t i ons to c r e a l e in ter io rs 
for two N e w Yo rk r e s t a u r a n t s . Tuu la F a l k . 3 9 , a F i n n w o r k i n g in 
S t o c k h o l m , h a s e n j o y e d s imi la r in te rna t iona l s u c c e s s w i th her 
g r a c e f u l , h a n d m a d e w o o d fu rn i tu re tha t p a y s t r ibu te to F i n ­
l a n d ' s t rad i t ion of f ine c r a f t s m a n s h i p . At 2 4 . E l i n a J o e n s u u is 
st i l l a s t u d e n t in R a u m a , F i n l a n d , but he r s l e e k Stella l ine of 
g l a s s w a r e for l i t ta la h a s a l r eady b e c o m e a d e s i g n c l a s s i c . 

A l t hough there is a great r e s p e c t for t h o s e w h o first f o rged 
the c o u n t r y ' s m o d e r n i s t m o v e m e n t , m a n y of F in lan r l ' s n e w c o m ­
e r s n o w fee l a n e e d to p r o g r e s s b e y o n d that he r i t age . "Ea r l i e r 
t h i s c e n t u r y , F i n l a n d p r o d u c e d a f e w v e r y s t r o n g d e s i g n e r s 
w i th in a pe r iod of on ly 2 0 to 3 0 y e a r s , " s a y s L i n d f o r s . " I t 's tak­
e n a long t ime to b r e a k a w a y f rom that identi ty." S n o w c r a s h ' s 
Terho a g r e e s : " F o r u s , it is impor tan t not to h ide b e h i n d h is tory, 

j t to h a v e s o m e t h i n g to s a y to p e o p l e today . " • 

Clockwise from top 
right: Mofor-oil bottle 
by Stefan Lindfors; 
Netsurfer Classic 
computer divan and 
(below H) the Chip 
lounge chair, both by 
Ilkka Terho and Teppo 
Asikainen for 
Snowcrash; Lindfors 1 
stackable. connectable 
chairs and award-
winning Kemper Chair, 
both by Lindfors; 
bookshelves by Tuula 
Falk; EgO coffee cups 
and saucers by Lindfors; 
Stella glassware by 
Ellna Joensuu. 
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